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The 2nd S is for Service

Improving uptake in those 
who have not previously 

attended screening.



Acts as filter

Testing  symptomless population

Having or developing given disease 



Sight 
Threatening

Diabetic 
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Q- Here









Lack of understanding

• What is Diabetic Retinopathy and 
how might it affect me?

• How do I access screening in my 
area? 



• Convenience of location

• Flexibility of appointment times

• Confusion about the difference 
between screening and a sight test at 
the opticians

• Forgetfulness



ODESS linked to 16 Optometry 
practices

Locations:

Abingdon, Banbury, 

Carterton, 

Chipping Norton, 

Didcot, Kidlington, 

Oxford City, 

Wallingford, Witney, 

Woodstock



ODESS - Mobile unit

• Visiting GP Practices in:

• Charlbury, Bloxham, Cropredy, Sibford 
Gower, Deddington, Bicester, Bampton, 
Henley, Sonning Common, Henley, 
Nettlebed, Benson, Wantage, Faringdon, 
Grove, Wantage, Watlington, Chalgrove, 
Shipton under Wychwood, Burford



• Mr. X 

• 43 year old from Eastern Europe 

• Poor English 

• Never screened



• Mr. Y

• 73 year old 

• Never screened

• Anxiety about dilation











• Miss Z

• 20 year old 

• Type 1 diabetes 

• Never screened







What we do now

• Give fixed appointment times when we 
revisit GP surgery.

• Select those of working age for the late 
time slots.

• Routinely telephone ‘did not attends’

• Screen on Saturdays 
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work done by one person 
or group that benefits 
another

Service:  



BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF RETINAL SCREENERS
CONSTITUTION & BYE-LAWS

The objects of this Association shall be:

1. To promote good practice in retinal screening.

2. To maintain standards by appropriate training and 
continued education of those involved in retinal 
screening

3. The advancement of the education of the public by 
the promotion of information and understanding about 
screening.  



• Those with diabetes attending screening 
are at less risk of vision loss than those 
who do not attend.

• The individual screener can change the 
behaviour of some people, and this may 
give them long term benefits as a result.



• I’m an individual

•You are all individuals

•And our populations 
are individuals too


